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Grammar, Style, and Conventions Assignment 1 

Introduction 
This is an assignment that can be done by students in any one of Ms. Hill’s ELA class-
es.  It will help you keep up with the curriculum and prepare for the SAT test. Follow 
directions for each section.  Send your answers to the post-test to Ms. Hill’s email—
lunts@centralschools.com or text to Ms. Hill’s Remind for ELA Classes https://www.re-
mind.com/join/9c92gc   The due date for this assignment is Friday, April 3.


Objectives 
Upon completion of this assignment, students will be able to


• Answer SAT Questions about Sentence Structure

• Distinguish run-on sentences from correctly structured sentences

• Explain how to combine clauses to create grammatically correct and stylistically 

acceptable sentences

Standards Focus 

• Use various types of phrases (noun, verb, adjectival, adverbial, participial, 
prepositional, absolute) and clauses (independent, dependent; noun, relative, 
adverbial) to convey specific meanings and add variety and interest to writing or 
presentations (CCSS-ELA-Literacy-L.1B)


• Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling when writing (CCSS-ELA-Literacy-L.2).


SECTION ONE: Pre-test your Knowledge


1. Which of the following sentences is punctuated correctly?


A. Before school closures, most students had adapted to pre-planned academic routines, 
but now many face the challenge of creating their own schedules for completing online 
assignments.


B. Most students miss the academic routines they became used to before school clo-
sures, they are now struggling to develop their own schedules they are not sure how to 
go about this.


2.  Explain why the answer you chose demonstrates a command of standard English conven-
tions.  Choose all that would apply to your justification:


A. The sentence uses correct punctuation for a dependent clause at the beginning of a 
sentence.


B. The sentence connects two independent clauses with a comma and a coordinating 
conjunction.


C. The sentence fuses two complete thoughts together without punctuation.

D. The sentence contains a comma splice.


3. Explain why the answer you didn’t choose is incorrect.  Choose all that would apply to your 
justification:


A. The sentence uses correct punctuation for a dependent clause at the beginning of a 
sentence.


mailto:lunts@centralschools.com
https://www.remind.com/join/9c92gc
https://www.remind.com/join/9c92gc


Page  of 	 	 Hill ELA Classes-Quarter 42 6

B. The sentence connects two independent clauses with a comma and a coordinating 
conjunction.


C. The sentence fuses two complete thoughts together without punctuation.

D. The sentence contains a comma splice.


4.  Which of the following sentences is a fused or run-on sentence?

A. I went to the store I could not find any of the items on my grocery list.

B. I went to the store, but I could not find any of the items on my grocery list.

C. I went to the store; however, I could not find any of the items on my grocery list.

D. Even though I went to the store, I could not find any of the items on my grocery list.


5.  Which of the following is an example of a sentence fragment?

A. I went to the store.

B. Even though I went to the store.

C. I could not find any of the items on my grocery list.

D. However, I could not find any of the items on my grocery list.


6.  Which of the following is an example of a comma splice?

A. I went to the store I could not find any of the items on my grocery list.

B. I went to the store, but I could not find any of the items on my grocery list.

C. I went to the store, I could not find any of the items on my grocery list.

D. Even though I went to the store, I could not find any of the items on my grocery list.


7. Which of the following would demonstrate a command of standard English [or that is written 
in correct form with attention to rules of grammar, style, and conventions]? Choose all that ap-
ply:


A. A sentence containing a comma splice.

B. A sentence where a comma is placed after a dependent clause that comes before an 

independent clause.

C. A sentence fragment.

D. A sentence that combines two independent clauses with a comma and a coordinating 

conjunction.


SECTION TWO: Study the Concepts


First of all, how confident were you when answering questions for the pre-test?


• Extremely Confident

• Confident

• Somewhat Confident

• Not at all Confident


If you were extremely confident, and after correcting your pre-test to can validate your confidence, you 
may choose to skip to the end of this worksheet and complete the final test.  Otherwise, study the fol-
lowing information in order to become extremely confident. 

Now,  here are the answers for your pre-test: 
1. A

2. A and B

3. C and D

4. A

5. B
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6. C

7. B and D 

Concept One for Review:  clauses 
1. A clause can be distinguished from a phrase because it contains a subject and a verb.

2. An independent clause could stand alone as a short sentence

3. A dependent clause cannot stand alone as a short sentence. It would be a fragment if not 

attached to an independent clause.

4. When the dependent clause comes before the independent clause, a comma is required.

5. When the dependent clause comes after the independent clause, no punctuation is need-

ed.

6. Independent clauses can be combined in the following ways for correct structure:


• With a comma and a coordinating conjunction

• With a semi-colon


7.  The following is from the Owl at Purdue Website.  You can find this information at https://
owl.purdue.edu/owl/general_writing/punctuation/independent_and_dependent_clauses/index.html


Connecting independent clauses 
There are two types of words that can be used as connectors at the beginning of an indepen-
dent clause: coordinating conjunctions and independent marker words. 
1. Coordinating Conjunction 
The seven coordinating conjunctions used as connecting words at the beginning of an indepen-
dent clause are and, but, for, or, nor, so, and yet. When the second independent clause in a 
sentence begins with a coordinating conjunction, a comma is needed before the coordinating 
conjunction: 

• Jim studied in the Sweet Shop for his chemistry quiz, but it was hard to concentrate be-
cause of the noise. 

2. Independent Marker Word 
An independent marker word is a connecting word used at the beginning of an independent 
clause. These words can always begin a sentence that can stand alone. When the second in-
dependent clause in a sentence has an independent marker word, a semicolon is needed be-
fore the independent marker word. 

• Jim studied in the Sweet Shop for his chemistry quiz; however, it was hard to concen-
trate because of the noise. 

Some common independent markers are: also, consequently, furthermore, however, more-
over, nevertheless, and therefore. 

Connecting dependent and independent clauses 
Subordinating conjunctions allow writers to construct complex sentences, which have an inde-
pendent clause and a subordinate (or dependent) clause. Either clause can come first. 

• The students acted differently whenever a substitute taught the class. 

https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/general_writing/punctuation/independent_and_dependent_clauses/index.html
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/general_writing/punctuation/independent_and_dependent_clauses/index.html
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/general_writing/punctuation/independent_and_dependent_clauses/index.html
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• Whenever a substitute taught the class, the students acted differently. 

Note that the clauses are separated with a comma when the dependent clause comes 
first. 
Some common subordinating conjunctions are: after, as, before, once, since, until, and while. 

Concept Two for Review:  comma splices 
(The following information is from the Owl at Purdue website.)

Some Common Errors to Avoid
Comma Splices 
A comma splice is the use of a comma between two independent clauses. You can usually fix 
the error by changing the comma to a period and therefore making the two clauses into two 
separate sentences, by changing the comma to a semicolon, or by making one clause depen-
dent by inserting a dependent marker word in front of it. 
Incorrect: I like this class, it is very interesting. 

• Correct: I like this class. It is very interesting. 
• (or) I like this class; it is very interesting. 
• (or) I like this class, and it is very interesting. 
• (or) I like this class because it is very interesting. 
• (or) Because it is very interesting, I like this class. 

Concept Three for Review: fused or run-on sentences 
(The following information is from the Owl at Purdue website.) 

Fused Sentences 
Fused sentences happen when there are two independent clauses not separated by any form of 
punctuation. This error is also known as a run-on sentence. The error can sometimes be cor-
rected by adding a period, semicolon, or colon to separate the two sentences. 
Incorrect: My professor is intelligent I've learned a lot from her. 

• Correct: My professor is intelligent. I've learned a lot from her. 
• (or) My professor is intelligent; I've learned a lot from her. 
• (or) My professor is intelligent, and I've learned a lot from her. 
• (or) My professor is intelligent; moreover, I've learned a lot from her. 

Concept Four for Review:  sentence fragments 
(The following information is from the Owl at Purdue website.) 

Sentence Fragments 
Sentence fragments happen by treating a dependent clause or other incomplete thought as a 
complete sentence. You can usually fix this error by combining it with another sentence to make 
a complete thought or by removing the dependent marker. 
Incorrect: Because I forgot the exam was today. 

• Correct: Because I forgot the exam was today, I didn't study. 
• (or) I forgot the exam was today. 
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SECTION THREE: Post-Test


1. Which of the following sentences demonstrates a command of standard English by adhering to the 
rules of grammar, style, and conventions?


A. Before we go shopping we will re-organize all of the cupboards in the kitchen so we will be cer-
tain of what we have and what we need.


B. Before we go shopping, we will re-organize all of the cupboards in the kitchen, so we will be cer-
tain of what we have and what we need. 


C. Before we go shopping, we will re-organize all of the cupboards in the kitchen, we will be certain 
of what we have and what we need.


D. We will re-organize all of the cupboards in the kitchen before we go 

     shopping, we will be certain of what we have and what we need.


2. Which of the following sentences contains a comma splice.  Choose all that apply:


A. Before we go shopping we will re-organize all of the cupboards in the kitchen so we will be cer-
tain of what we have and what we need.


B. Before we go shopping, we will re-organize all of the cupboards in the kitchen, so we will be cer-
tain of what we have and what we need. 


C. Before we go shopping, we will re-organize all of the cupboards in the kitchen, we will be certain 
of what we have and what we need.


D. We will re-organize all of the cupboards in the kitchen before we go 

     shopping, we will be certain of what we have and what we need.


3. Which of the following is a fused or run-on sentence. Choose all that apply:


A. Before we go shopping we will re-organize all of the cupboards in the kitchen so we will be cer-
tain of what we have and what we need.


B. Before we go shopping, we will re-organize all of the cupboards in the kitchen, so we will be cer-
tain of what we have and what we need. 


C. Before we go shopping, we will re-organize all of the cupboards in the kitchen, we will be certain 
of what we have and what we need.


D. We will re-organize all of the cupboards in the kitchen before we go 

     shopping, we will be certain of what we have and what we need.


4.  Write a compound sentence that demonstrates the following pattern:  two independent clauses 
connected with a comma and a coordinating conjunction:

__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________
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5.  Write a complex sentence that demonstrates the following pattern:  a dependent clause connect-
ed to an independent clause:

__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________


6. Explain why a comma splice is incorrect:


__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________


7. Explain why a dependent clause on its own is a fragment (and not grammatically correct):


__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________


8.  Explain what you understand about a run-on or fused sentence:

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________


9. What did you learn from this lesson that you didn’t know previously?


__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________


10.  What, if anything, do you think you still need to learn or practice?


__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

E Finished!


